
Contributors

Biographies

Danilo Petranovich is the Director of the Abigail Adams Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Previously, Dr.
Petranovich taught political science at Duke University and Yale University. His scholarly expertise is in nineteenth
century European and American political thought, but his intellectual interests and loves are far more extensive. Dr.
Petranovich received his B.A. in Social Studies from Harvard in 2000 and Ph.D. in Political Science from Yale
University in 2007. He lives with his wife Cristiana and son Gabriel in the Boston area.

Dallas Terry is a postdoctoral fellow at the Kinder Institute at the University of Missouri, where he teaches courses
on political theory and American political thought. His research/writing is interdisciplinary, straddling the fields of
philosophy, politics, and educational history, especially in the American context. He is currently thinking and
writing about the philosophical and political presuppositions of both the proponents and critics of systematized
public schooling. His recent dissertation on this subject is called Education of the People: The Political Philosophy of the
Debates Surrounding the Birth of the Public Schools. Dallas received both his Ph.D. in Political Theory and his M.A. in
Political Science from Boston College. Before attending graduate school, he taught English for four years at a public
high school in Oklahoma City. He received his Bachelor's Degree in Secondary Education from Missouri State
University. Dallas was a student fellow at the Abigail Adams Institute during his time at Boston College.

Maura Ronayne serves as the Director of Marketing & Communications at AAI. With a background in marketing
and publishing, she handles the design and dissemination of all digital and print materials for AAI. She is also
integrally involved in programming and all community-facing aspects of the Institute. Maura received her B.A.
from Dartmouth College in 2020 with a major in English and a minor in Government. She lives with her husband
Mathieu in Arlington, MA.

Alexander Hughes works as a press assistant in the U.S. Senate. He graduated from Harvard College in 2025 with
a degree in Government and earned the Thomas T. Hoopes Prize for his senior thesis on Abraham Lincoln’s first
inaugural address. He is an alumnus of AAI’s John Aroutiounian Fellowship and was an integral part of the AAI
community during his time at Harvard.

Manuel Lopez serves as the instructor for AAI’s seminars on ancient Greek and Roman thought. Manuel taught
political philosophy at Harvard and at the University of Chicago after receiving his undergraduate and law degrees
from Harvard. His J.D. thesis, as an NSF graduate fellow in political science, was on Alfarabi's analysis of the
principles of the religious opinions underlying all societies. He has written on the effects of the democratic bias in
justice on American social and legal institutions for several academic and law journals. He is also an entrepreneur in
the futures industry, having served as principal and adviser of trading funds in Boston and Chicago.

Michael Makiej graduated summa cum laude from the University of Massachusetts Lowell with a B.A. in
Philosophy and Political Science, and a minor in Legal Studies. He is currently a 2L at Suffolk University Law
School in Boston, Massachusetts. At Suffolk, he serves as a staff writer on the Journal of High Technology Law,
President of the Federalist Society, and Founder of the Catholic Law Students Association. Michael has previously
worked as a judicial intern for the Massachusetts Trial Court. His article is based on a six-week AAI reading group
on The Revolutionary Writings of John Adams edited by C. Bradley Thompson. He is an active member of the
Abigail Adams Institute community.
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Hannah Duane graduated from Harvard College in December with an A.B. in Social Studies and Philosophy.
Before coming to Harvard, she spent her first two years of college at Deep Springs where she worked as a cowboy
and on the farm alongside academic instruction. She is a 2026 Marshall Scholar-elect. Hannah was a frequent
attendee of AAI programming during her time at Harvard.

Michael Ochoa is a high school teacher and freelance creative who has a vision for invigorating modernity's ability
to encounter truth through beauty. His education is in music and theology, and he has been greatly influenced by
the writings of Plato. He lives in Colorado Springs with his wife and two young sons. Michael was a student fellow
at AAI during his time at Boston College.

Elliott Jones is a senior at Boston College studying Philosophy and minoring in Religion and Public Life. He is
interested in the history of philosophy, and he hopes to pursue a career in academia. This year he will be pursuing a
Senior Honors Thesis on medieval influences in the thought of Descartes. Beyond his studies, Elliott serves as
Editor-in-Chief for Dianoia, Boston College's undergraduate philosophy journal, a Managing Editor of The Linden,
and as a Fellow at the Harvard Catholic Forum. In his free time, he enjoys hiking and critiquing films. Elliott has
been involved in the AAI community for several years.

Suan Sonna currently works as a theologian for the Bishop of the Diocese of Bridgeport, Frank J. Caggiano. Suan
obtained a B.A. in philosophy from Kansas State University and a Master’s from Harvard Divinity School in New
Testament Studies and is currently pursuing another Master’s at Yale in Second Temple Judaism. Suan was a
Student Fellow at the Abigail Adams Institute during his time at Harvard Divinity School. Suan was a student fellow
and an active member of the community at Abigail Adams Institute during his time at Harvard.
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Founding Editors

Jonathan Locke Hart  (Associate, Harvard University Herbaria) is an Honorary Professor at the  School of
Translation at Shandong University, where he was previously Chair Professor. Born in Canada, Jonathan earned a
B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from the University of Toronto and a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge. Affiliated
with Kirkland House at Harvard over 35 years, he has held two Fulbrights at Harvard as well as appointments in
English and in Comparative Literature.  A poet, literary scholar, and historian, he has published widely and has
taught at Toronto, Cambridge, Princeton, the Sorbonne Nouvelle, Peking University, and elsewhere.

Danilo Petranovich is the Director of the Abigail Adams Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Previously, Dr.
Petranovich taught political science at Duke University and Yale University. His scholarly expertise is in nineteenth
century European and American political thought, but his intellectual interests and loves are far more extensive. Dr.
Petranovich received his B.A. in Social Studies from Harvard in 2000 and Ph.D. in Political Science from Yale
University in 2007. He lives with his wife Cristiana and son Gabriel in the Boston area.

Iosif Gershteyn is the Chairman of the Ajax Biomedical Foundation, Senior Fellow at the Abigail Adams Institute,
Visiting Scholar at the Medical University of South Caroline, and a poet. His work has been published in
International Iummunology, the Journal of Translational Immunology, Researchers. One, Quillette, and other publications.

Advisory Board

Tom Conley  is the Abbot Lawrence Professor of Visual and Environmental Studies and of Romance Languages
and Literatures at Harvard. He studies relations of space and writing in literature, cartography, and cinema. His
work moves to and from early modern France and issues in theory and interpretation in visual media.

Donald Pfister is the Asa Gray Research Professor of Systematic Botany at the Harvard University Herbaria and
Libraries. He studies fungi, particularly ascomycetes. In his studies he uses molecular, morphological and life history
information to understand the relationships among these fungi and their activities in nature.

Catherine  Ezell has an advanced education in English literature and is a self-taught artist. She has experience in
scholarly writing and has devoted her life to drawing and painting.

Henry Stratakis-Allen is a Ph.D. student at the University of Chicago studying medieval Islamic civilization. His
research focuses on the political, intellectual, and cultural environment of the Islamic Near East during the era of the
First Crusade, particularly  focusing on the life of al-Ghazali and the impact of his work on contemporary political
and intellectual conditions. 

Cindy Chopoidalo is the Assistant Editor of the Canadian Review of Comparative Literature and a member of Editor
Canada. Her publications include Shakespeare’s First Tetralogy, Epic Poetry, Historiography: How a Dramatist Creates a
Fictional World and Shakespeare’s Possible Worlds.

Managing Editor

Maura Ronayne serves as the Director of Marketing & Communications at AAI. With a background in marketing
and publishing, she handles the design and dissemination of all digital and print materials for AAI. She is also
integrally involved in programming and all community-facing aspects of the Institute. Maura received her B.A.
from Dartmouth College in 2020 with a major in English and a minor in Government. She lives with her husband
Mathieu in Arlington, MA.
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